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Conference on Climate Change (Malaga, May 31st - June 1st, 2018)

CONCLUSIONS. Written by Antonio Lucio, moderator of the conference
FACING CLIMATE CRISIS: LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY AND FOCUSED ACCELERATION

The International Meeting on Climate Change organised by the City of Malaga, via the Observatory of Urban Environment (OMAU), on May 31st and June 1st, 2018, has highlighted, contrasted and debated the approaches that they are developing in cities to limit the consequences of global warming.

The participants involved have mostly been representatives of local governments (8). But, along with them, there has been a qualitative participation of regional governments (2), city networks (2) and citizen entities (2). In all cases, we are dealing with participants who are developing a certain leadership role in their context. Such is the case of the three participating cities which have been "European Green Capital", Stockholm (2010), Bristol (2015) and Essen (2017). In that sense, the host city itself, Malaga, through its new Urban Agenda, approved in 2015, declares a serious commitment with the aim of being neutral in CO2 emissions by 2050. The rest of the participants were: the cities of Barcelona, ​​Genoa, Seville and Valencia, the regional governments of Andalusia and the Balearic Islands, the C-40 Cities and Eurocities networks and the Conama and Renewable Energy Foundations.

It´s hardly necessary to remind people of the reason for the importance of cities in the face of climate change challenges, and, thus, the Meeting has repeatedly spelt out that: more than half of the world's population are city based; they constitute the spaces in which approximately 70% and 80% of the world GDP are configured, and the majority of employment; they consume between 70% and 80% of energy, and they are the ones responsible for greenhouse gas emissions. At the same time, they are extremely vulnerable to climatic changes.
1.- City plans for climate matters(PACES).
The main purpose of the meeting was the "Cities climate plans". All participating European cities share a connection based upon the political frameworks and objectives of the European Union in this regard. And, in particular, with the policy that sets out these objectives in the sphere of cities, "the new Covenant for Mayors on Climate and Energy", launched in October 2015, two months before COP 21, in support of the new EU targets for 2030 (reduction of emissions by 40% compared to 1990, an increase of 27% in energy efficiency and in renewable energies). The mayor´s covenant which renews the initial one, of 2008, was linked to EU objectives in these three aspects for 2020 (-20%, + 20%, + 20%). The commitment with this new Covenant requires that a Plan of Action for Climate and Sustainable Energy (PACES) be presented in the first two years, outlining key actions to be undertaken. The plan must include two essential management tools: a Reference Emissions Inventory to monitor mitigation actions and an Assessment of Climate Risks and Vulnerabilities. At the same time, an adaptation strategy is required, which can be part of PACES or set out and incorporated into an independent planning document. Currently, there are 7755 signatories, 6038 action plans submitted (77.86% of the signatories) and 1743 cities with monitored results (22.48% of signatories).

Although the value of this initiative is recognised, as a mechanism providing the initial impetus, or "start-up software", the meeting highlights the need and duty to go far beyond the mere fulfillment of this Covenant. In order for it to work better it is necessary to understand it against the backdrop of the climatic crisis in which we find ourselves, as well as in the context of transition towards new paradigms and new organisation models in which we have been immersed. Therefore, it is essential that these PACES do not fall into the well-known inertias of political-administrative management, both in terms of rhythm, intensity, prioritisation and leadership. This would lead to its trivialisation and its deactivation. Hence the importance of maintaining a global and strategic vision of critical tone at all times that gauges the adequacy of the efforts for the time lines of 2020, 2030, 2050. To compare it with the most ambitious and successful cases is also important. For example, in Stockholm, from 1993 to 2010, its economy grew 41%, while its CO2 emissions were reduced by 35%. Oslo is committed to reducing its emissions by 50% by 2020, relative to 1990 levels, and by 95% by 2030. The "Focused Acceleration" program for the C-40 Cities, of which this city is part of, fulfills, in that sense, a very valuable function, showing, from real data and models, and from the weighting according to the type of city, up to what point specific goals can and should be pushed forward in order to meet carbon neutrality goals by the year 2050.

2.- Climatic crisis and transition: new paradigms and new action models.
Among the premises that framed the exhibitions and the debate on city climate plans, the message launched in 2011 from the Nobel Prize for Sustainability Symposium held in Stockholm was recalled: "Science indicates that we are transgressing the planetary limits which have maintained human civilisation during the last 10,000 years. More and more growing evidence is showing that human pressure is beginning to overwhelm the Earth's buffering capacity. "We have entered the anthropocene era. Evidence of this overflow, in relation to the aim of the meeting, are that current global levels of CO2 emission per capita are (60% higher than the year of the Kyoto Protocol, 1997) and the concentration levels of CO2 in the atmosphere are ( up to 409 ppm in April 2018). A climate crisis, is referred to as such described by the Mayoress of Nantes when the new Covenant of Mayors was launched in October 2015.

Faced with these circumstances, it is necessary to "act and act". This has been repeated, like a mantra. But it is not enough to "just move in the right direction"; it requires doing so with the intensity, pace, prioritisation and leadership that the challenge demands. In turn, and for the above to happen, it is also necessary to "illuminate new paradigms in terms of well-being, social justice and environmental sustainability". It is not possible to satisfactorily set out the level of action necessary from the development paradigms that have led us to the current situation. Reference is made, in this sense, to the well-known proposal of the British economist Kate Raworth, consisting of a concentric double ring, (popularly known as "donut"), its inner circle being the soil of satisfaction for human needs (water, employment, education and equality,) and its outer circle the roof of the planet's capacities to satisfy them (air pollution, climate change, loss of biodiversity). Thus the space between both is where we have to roll out our development so that it is equitably sustainable.

The need to act, and in addition to do so from new paradigms, involves evolving towards new models of development, of organisation and governance, of business. This involves exploring and learning, with new pilot projects put in place to seek the greatest achievable replicability possible for the critical masses. It is no longer time for testimonial or symbolic projects. In any case, it is important to be aware that the "exploratory" dimension demanded by current times, in order to understand the degree of uncertainty involved, and in turn to take on the task of learning, trial and error, consubstantial thereto. It ought to be mentioned, in this sense, the work of the Spanish political scientist, at the University of Gothenburg, Víctor Lapuente, that vindicates the notion of "explorer" in front of that of "shaman" (possessor of supposed certainties).

Together with the above, a global vision is required that will provide scale for the challenges and positioning, in sync with, the rhythms, the intensity and the prioritisation of actions. Just as there is a need for country strategies that frame this global vision, and for local strategies that carry out the actions required by the climate crisis. This is the main aim of our Meeting.

The value and potential of the Sustainable Development Goals and the 2030 Agenda are regarded, as a link to this global vision, and for the development of country strategies and local strategies. Always taking into account these SDGs in relation to the New Urban Agenda and the Paris Agreement on Climate and Energy.
3.- The responsibility of cities: their leadership and their dialogue in the framework of regional, national and global governance.
The Meeting starts off in recognition of all those present up to the leadership role in relation to the corresponding climate change policies, out of a pure sense of responsibility, to cities whom for the same reason have been developing, a little or greatly, well or poorly, in practice. However, the "uncomfortable truth" of the lack of such real recognition of this position in global governance frameworks, as well as in the governance frameworks of national states, is highlighted in a particularly serious way in the case of Spain.

In our country, the distribution of public expenditure between the three public administrations (local, regional and state) is the touchstone of this dire situation. Only 13.2% corresponds to local entities, with the EU-27 average being 25.4% and in some cases reaching up to 50% (for example Stockholm, present at the meeting). Therefore, the proclaimed decentralisation of expenditure in Spain should be related to this data, based on the figure of 49.3%, since it includes the autonomous communities and local entities. It is true that such aggregate levels are comparatively high; being only surpassed in our environment by Denmark, Sweden and especially Canada. But this conceals a weakness within city councils that is completely incompatible with the challenges that, as is evident in the Meeting, they have ahead in relation to climate change and ecological transition.

It also highlights the lack of recognition of local authorities within the framework of global governance. Surprisingly, it was not until the COP-21 held in Paris that the first steps were taken towards the recognition of cities in the field of global decisions. The best report of this inconsistency is found in the case of the United States. On the same dates as the present Meeting in Malaga, on June 1st, 2018, the first anniversary of President Donald Trump's announcement of the withdrawal of his country from the Paris Accords was celebrated. The day after that announcement, 83 mayors representing 40 million Americans proclaimed their commitment to achieving the emissions reduction targets that the United States was forced to commit to at that time: 26% in 2025 compared to the levels of 2005 (1,600 million tons). A year later, many other protagonists, governors of states and companies have joined this initiative led by the mayors, solemnly launching the document "We Are Still In". The then mayor of New York and president of C 40 Cities, Mikel Bloomberg, has not stopped sending his message out about this: "While nations and international organisations meet to discuss these issues, the Summit of City Mayors C40 focuses on the concrete actions we can take to protect the planet and make our cities progress. "Curiously, this message coincides with the one displayed by Greenpeace activists at the COP-15 gala dinner in Copenhagen, 2009: "politicians talk, statesmen act." This leads us to think that perhaps the" statesmen "of our time, of the 21st century, in relation to climate change, are the ones in charge of local governments.

Thus, picking up on the idea suggested by the representative of Eurocities, it could be said that public policies in relation to climate change by state or regional governments are not possible if it is not in dialogue with cities; in permanent and effective dialogue with them, in each and every one of the phases in which such public policies unfold: in their design, implementation, evaluation and review. This is one of the main perspectives, although not the only one, with which perhaps the regional initiatives that have been presented at the Meeting should be weighed up, fundamentally the Draft Law of Measures against Climate Change in Andalusia (in the process of parliamentary procedure since October 2017) and the Draft Law for the Fight against Climate Change in the Balearic Islands (presented for public opinion, along its main lines, in February 2018, although still in a preliminary governmental phase). In this sense, the initial forecasts for the Andalusian project must be recognised, articulating the information, action, planning and financing needs of local entities with the tools on a regional scale for which the Andalusian government are responsible (in the same areas of information, management, planning and financing). 
4.- Governance: Roadmaps, and targets in line with the climate crisis.
Beyond the minimum proposals of the plans required by the new Covenant of Mayors (PACES), as in with a software start-up, it is necessary to look at the initiatives of roadmaps and short term aims that seek to decarbonise  cities quickly and thoroughly enough to meet the objectives of the Paris Agreement.

By way of reference, the program promoted by C-40 Cities, already mentioned, of "Focused Acceleration". It is based on both the real data provided by the C40 cities, and a large number of models; distinguishing, for its application, between six types of cities within the global scenario: large semi-dense city of medium income; small high-income innovative city (in the case of Malaga); mega middle income city; large city, low income but greatly developed (leapfrog, burning stages); large dense and high-income city; mega low-income cities. For a case like that of Malaga or that of most of the cities participating in the Meeting, some of the main targets are the following:
- Decarbonisation of the electricity grid: By 2030, the proportion of electricity supplied by zero-emission sources should be 90% (of 70% in the middle-income megalopolis). 54% must come from centralised sources and 7% from distributed sources (in cities with less income, the contribution of these will increase).

- Optimisation of energy efficiency in buildings: By 2030, most privately owned buildings must have been adapted to high energy efficiency standards in all city categories, except in the two lowest income groups (where the main focus is new construction). In the two highest income categories, 95-100% of privately owned buildings will have been modernised.

- Making mobility possible for the next generation: By 2030, more than three-quarters of trips will be made by walking, cycling or public transport in medium and low-income cities. It is expected that high-income cities will be delayed a bit, due to the prevalence of private cars. It will be 55%.
- 100% of municipal buses must be "zero emissions" in all C40 cities.

- Urbanism and mobility: A decarbonisation strategy for mobility will consist of territorial planning regulations that slow down suburban expansion. By the year 2030 the density of intermediate cities should increase by 3%: In other cases (semi-dense cities) up to 10% is required.

Other demanding proposals coherent with the official EU decarbonisation objectives for the year 2050 are those presented at the Meeting, by the civil society, Foundation for Renewable Energy. They start from the premise that: "Renewable technology is ready to assume it´s role in a sustainable model; the spectacular decrease in costs dispels any doubts about the competitiveness of a model based on them; therefore, only political decision is required to overcome the barrier of interests of conventional technologies, interests that do not coincide with those of society as a whole in the face of the challenges we face ". For a scenario of zero emissions in the year 2050, and discarding the generation of radioactive waste, they propose a road map with partial objectives by decades. For 2030 they propose:

- An emission reduction of 51% with respect to 1990 and 59% with respect to 2015 (from 255 MTCO2 in 2015 to 104.1 MTCO2 in 2030).

- With a reduction in the final energy demand of 25% with respect to 2015 (or more than 40% compared to what we would have in 2030 if the Spanish economy behaves as it has been until now, without changes in energy efficiency and with an annual GDP growth of 1.5%).

- With an electrification of 50% of the final energy demand (double that of today)

- And an 80% penetration in the electric system of renewables and 50% in the   coverage of the final energy demand.

5.- Transportation
The representative of Stockholm notes that, notwithstanding the interconnection between all the thematic challenges, as well as among all their corresponding solutions, there is a problem that stands out above all others, that of city traffic. He refers to the case of his city, in which despite the general progress achieved (from 1993 to 2010, the economy grew 41%, while its CO2 emissions were reduced by 35%, thus, CO2 emissions per capita have gone from 5.3 Ton in 1990 to 2.7 Ton in 2015), and despite the significant efforts made in this specific area, transportation remains stuck in CO2 emission levels, taking into account that they correspond to a certain increase in population and activity. This same data is evident in almost all the cases displayed at the Meeting. Seville reports that no less than 45% of the city's emissions are attributed to traffic.

The need to take tougher measures in this area is noted. And it recognises the difficulty especially when it comes to managing the demand through measures to deter private vehicles or prioritise public transport. Once again, we are facing the challenge of efficiency, innovation and governance competence. At this point the report "Ticket for the future", commissioned by the International Union of Public Transport (UITP), in 2003, in which the attitudes of public officials and citizens regarding certain " difficult " decisions on sustainable mobility, appreciating that if the criteria of those responsible for them is 80%, and in turn forecasts show that public opinion support is only for 40%, but in fact it is estimated and that support is really at 75%. Which leads to the conclusion that it is up to the authorities to work out how to tap into this potential receptivity, through good governance. The case of the Stockholm toll, in 2006, is a good example of all of the above.

We recall the demanding mobility targets that have been noted in the previous point and proposed by the C-40 Cities: By 2030 more than three quarters of journeys will be made on foot, cycling or on public transport in cities of medium and low income. In high-income cities, for that date they are at 55%. On the other hand, 100% of municipal buses must be "zero emissions" in all C40 cities. The density of the cities will increase between 3% and 10%, according to their typology.

In this regard, the ambitious aims contemplated in the Draft Law on the Fight against Climate Change of the Government of the Balearic Islands must be highlighted. Considering the peculiarities due to its insularity, it is looking at: banning the access of diesel vehicles from 2025 and those of internal combustion as of 2035. The rent-a-car companies must introduce a proportion of electric vehicles in their fleet of at least 2% in 2020, increasing exponentially up to 100% by 2035. By 2050, the entire automobile fleet of the archipelago will have to be electric. Recall how Stockholm aims to be a city free of fossil fuels by the year 2040.

Notwithstanding the aforementioned, we know that it is not enough to substitute technologies and vehicle energy vectors, as changes in mobility patterns are needed. For example, transfers to more sustainable modes. We have indicated the aims of the C-40 Cities in this sense (75% and 55%). This is largely determined by the urban model, so that the decarbonisation of mobility will also be achieved, in part, through urban planning. Stockholm estimates reducing its mobility sector by 80,000 tons of CO2 by 2020 with measures of this type (140,000 tons through technology change and vehicle energy). The OMAU (Observatory for Urban environment) of Malaga gives an account of the main qualitative guidelines in urban planning, for this purpose, included in its 2050 Climate Plan ("Alicia"), in order to: "Completely revamp urban planning to conform to the compact city model, complex and of proximity ". These guidelines are:

- Work on the urban renewal on the consolidated perimeter of Malaga, modifying old low and medium density planning, and limiting the new urbanisable land for single-family homes.

- Promote public space as a structuring element of the city and citizen coexistence

- Organise the new city, both the consolidated interior, as well as the peripheral one, based on the nodes of communication and urban accessibility, and not as an accumulation of new land susceptible to urbanisation.

- Promote urban planning in superblocks, filtering the traffic around its periphery and gently restricting it in its centre.

- Think of city proximity, pedestrian proximity to services, activities and equipment, as well as the communication nodes of public transport

- Integrate productive land compatible with residential areas to promote urban complexity.

- Develop deterrent car parks in the urban periphery, complemented by transport interchanges.

6. Adaptation and renaturation.
In relation to adaptation to climate change Barcelona has offered advanced planning experience, based on a concerted effort to understand the challenges, as well as the design of measures and tools. It is setting the standards. As essential elements of its planning we highlight:
- The "Climate projections" for horizons 2050 and 2100 (based on data from the Intergovernmental Group on Climate Change -IPCC- and with the collaboration of Meteocat), identifying two required scenarios: compliance with the "Paris Commitment" (+1 , 6º, + 1,7º) (-14% precipitation), and "Passive" (business as usual) (+ 2º and + 3º) (-26% precipitation).

- The "Vulnerability Analysis", in which four challenges are outlined as the most important: increase in temperature, decrease in water availability, increase in floods, and the retreat of beaches. Other challenges analysed are: air quality, fires, infrastructure, biodiversity, energy flows, and island heat. 
Among the measures proposed, we highlight the following: increase in the quantity and quality of city green areas, in order to provide shade and coolness; the improvement of the thermal comfort of public buildings and equipment through energy rehabilitation; the necessary attention and intervention for people to have equitable access to energy with the energy advice points (PAE) that offer information and support, and the Action Plan to prevent the effects of heat waves on health (POCS).

More specifically, goals such as the following have been established: increase urban green space by 1.6 square kilometres, reach 34,000 square metres of green roofs and facades, and increase tree cover by 5%.

Social dimension and climate justice.
A key aspect of Barcelona's adaptation plan, which undoubtedly will be called upon to be used as a model in similar future plans, is its social format and its attention to the problem of energy poverty. The Plan, in general, is structured around four axes, which are: mitigation, adaptation and resilience, climate justice, and promotion of citizen action. The third axis, "climate justice" has a special impact in what is referred to as adaptation. It echoes the situation of energy poverty, which, it is estimated, 10.6% of the urban population experience. Likewise, the "inequality amongst neighbourhoods" (available family income and life expectancy in neighbourhoods) was diagnosed. Consistent with the above, the plan has conceived "5 areas of action", in the following terms: 1- people first, 2- start at home, 3- common space, 4- collective economy and 5- collective construction.

The Essen case
The Meeting has had the opportunity to find out about one of the most relevant experiences of urban regeneration and renaturation in Europe; the case of Essen. The coal and steel crisis of the 60s ended up being the cause for this transformation. An aspect that is of special interest in the current context of the aftermath of the great economic crisis of 2008, and considering the risks of economic depression in certain regions (mining) as a result of the energy transition.

The German city has become an example of landscape action, as a result of the understanding and recovery of the original structuring elements of its territory, and those other consequences of mining and industrial action. It is regarded as a performance exercise in terms of "green infrastructures". It is an example of interaction between its green corridors - around its water channels- and the network of public spaces and cycling and pedestrian routes. But in turn it can be seen as an example of good urban governance: where there has been leadership, participation of companies and citizenship, holistic and long-term vision, ability to take advantage of opportunities, and the know how to design small starter projects that have subsequently been extended. The result being that today Essen is considered the greenest city in North Rhine-Westphalia and the third greenest in the country.

7.- Governance.
Using the concept of governance to refer to "local climate plans", and, in general, to public policies on this issue, is not trivial. Considering the contributions on the subject made by the prestigious Mexican professor Luis F. Aguilar, it shows how an old word recovered from the 90s is used to express new paradigms and new models of government practice. Faced with initial doubts and skepticism from the academic and political community, considering it unstable and multi-vocal, its conceptual content can now be considered standardised. Fundamentally it refers to new government practices that incorporate the actions of private and social partners for the provision of goods and service activities. It implies overcoming the monopoly of traditional approaches to public management in a hierarchical-bureaucratic manner. It values, in this sense, the mechanisms of social coordination of markets and civil society networks. And it recognises how the government performs numerous public functions in association with private companies and social organisations.

One of the main dimensions of governance is what we could call "shared knowledge".  "Knowledge management" within the local community deserves special mention. The complexity of the realities, of the challenges and of the operations in which the local climate plans are developed require an all-consuming and overflowing capacity of public administration, even of universities, or of the consulting entities, and requires the effective joint implementation of a diffuse range of diverse partners. There is a lot of knowledge, required, in civil society. This situation is, to a large extent, applicable to all public policies. It constitutes one of the great challenges of our governance. It has been studied prominently, in Europe, by Daniel Innerarity, who has coined the concept of "democracy of knowledge".

Another dimension of governance is the multilevel interaction capacity of the various public administrations, from the recognition that none, in fact, is self-sufficient, in the area to which we refer. A third governance dimension underscores the need for transversality and internal coherence in performance within the same administration. Although these two dimensions of governance seem obvious, the practice leaves much to be desired in this regard. These domestic considerations may seem pure internal administrative organisation (inter or intra). However, it is true that both dimensions are vital to aim for a sufficient implementation of local climate change plans.
From a governance context, in turn, the invocation of formal instruments (whether they be laws or plans) has been revitalised. They cannot be presented alone as evidence of due diligence on the part of governments. The value of these will have to be demonstrated in their effective development in frameworks and complex governance processes. In the Meeting itself warnings against the risk of banalisation of the plans has been highlighted, which in some cases turn out to be compilations of existing measures. This is a real risk to which we must be alert, without complacency. As for the laws, in prevention of the risk of trivialisation, it is worth remembering the advice of Don Quixote to Sancho Panza when he was to be appointed governor of the island of Barataria: friend Sancho, "a few pragmatics and that they be met." Advice that contains the second part of the requirement of effective compliance with existing laws. An aspect, that of sufficient compliance (or enforcement) of the rules that also constitutes a pending issue in our governance. Neither is the banalisation of laws admissible through their wayward and disconnected regulatory development. Mention is made, at this point, of the phrase of the Count of Romanones, who was President of the Council of Ministers three times at the beginning of the 20th century: "let them make the laws, I will make the regulations. Once again, the lack per se of value of the laws is evident, and the need for them to be framed within a true governance process, in line with the challenges to which they must respond. In short, there is no need to present formal tools as if they had a value per se. Remember that since the Kyoto Protocol was approved in 1997, and plans and regulations of all kinds were put into effect, global CO2 emissions have increased by 60%. There is no room for complacency. The representative of Bristol explains how when the United Kingdom approved its climate change law, this did not prevent the city via local responsibility, and leadership, from deciding upon permanent and more ambitious targets than required by law.
8. Governance: Private partners
At this point, the Meeting has shown the importance, and being absolutely decisive, of the proactive involvement of companies and social organisations in achieving the demanding objectives required by the climate crisis and that have been included or should be included in the local plans.

Bristol emphasises the fact that all of its local strategies in this area over the last twenty years have been community strategies, truly inclusive of the social and business fabric, perceived as such by these participants, and not mere strategies of local government, no matter how voluntarist that they are in terms of public consultation. Local Agenda 21, in the year 2000, already established a first learning and training experience, in that sense, of all the participants, both public - technical and political - to private - business and social -. This dynamic continued in the "low carbon city strategy" of 2003; in the candidacy for "European Green Capital" launched that same year; and in the "energy and climate strategy" for the year 2004.
Community and civil society:
On a footing such as this, based on a genuine strategy "of community", a pro-active involvement of entrepreneurship and social fabric is possible just like the one that is required for the great aims that we have ahead, from a perspective of prioritised acceleration determined by the climatic crisis. Thinking of the ones marked by the C-40 Cities in terms of energy efficiency of buildings (by 2030, 95-100% of the privately owned buildings in the cities will have been modernised). The same could be said regarding investment and management for the generation of proximity, centralised or distributed renewable energy. Plus the replacement of fleet vehicles with electric vehicles plus a resultant network of recharging equipment.

A good example of all the above is the Barcelona Plan on climate change, which has been presented at the Meeting. It integrates 242 measures in areas such as housing, mobility, economy, water, green areas, energy, health, waste management and consumption to achieve a 45% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions (GEH) per habitant per year in 2030. The City Council, through this plan, aims to: reduce private vehicle mobility by 20% by the year 2030, increase the generation of solar energy five-fold, rehabilitate 20% of residential buildings over 40 years, increase the urban green spaces to 1.6 square kilometres, reduce domestic consumption of drinking water to less than 100 liters per habitant per day, reach 34,000 square metres of green roofs and facades, to increase tree coverage by 5%. Such objectives require an active involvement of the social fabric. The Barcelona Plan itself, aware of this, will allocate 1.2 million euros over the period 2018-2030, at a rate of 100,000 euros per year, to promote collaborative projects. As an example, you can request help to undertake home energy saving plans, to increase the use of renewable energy, and of mobility.
From an instrumental point of view, and in relation to the important role of civil society to make local plans a reality, it is worth mentioning the potential specifically that it has when it comes to evaluating and monitoring their execution. The experiences of Bristol and Stockholm in terms of evaluating the plans have been referred to in the Meeting. Here is another pending issue of our governance. A situation that also occurs in Latin American countries. Hence the interest in recalling the experience of the evaluation of local public policies in charge of civil society that began in 1997 in Bogota, under the name "Bogotá Como Vamos", and that earned recognition as "best practice" by the United Nations -Habitat. They limited themselves to following up on the commitments that the elected candidates promised in the electoral campaign. Doing it without bias, in an honestly neutral way, gave enough credibility to this mechanism of social initiative, in order to reinforce the implementation of measures.

Business:
As is evident, and has been repeated, all the effort that we have been referring to requires a pro-active involvement from companies, mainly as suppliers of the corresponding value chain. An intelligent dynamic between supply and demand must be propitiated in favour of general interests. On other occasions the involvement of companies will be as clients or "responsible" users within the urban community ecosystem. Thus, the complementary potential of CSR should not be overlooked. Hence for that purpose we think about measures for the reduction of private vehicle and modal transfer (from 55% to 75% in sustainable ways, in the case of "focused acceleration" for the C-40). Also from this outlook we should refer to the case of the city of Essen, present in the Meeting, with its spectacular transformation and renaturation, in which the ThyssenKrupp Company has played a decisive role.

From this perspective it makes sense to remember the words of the mayor of Nantes, Johanna Rolland, on the occasion of the launch of the new Covenant of Mayors, in October 2015: "The response to the climate emergency can also become an opportunity for local development, the creation of employment and the emergence of a new community model ". Nantes plans to reduce emissions by 50% by 2030. Such proposals are considered ambitious programs, such as Bristol's 10-year energy program, with an investment of 1,000 million euros, through national and international partnerships, applied to all types of infrastructures with power usage with the objective of maximum decarbonisation. This will create jobs, and it will fight energy poverty and will increase the energy resilience of the community. Similar cases can be found in other leading cities. Their planning coincides with the proposals of "country strategy" developed in Spain detailing the studies of the so-called GTR, -driven from Green Building Council-Spain and Conama, among others-.

From a similar approach, but referring to a variety of sectors, Stockholm, presents its "GrowSmarter project 2015-19", aimed at "enabling" - through appropriate governance tools - the creation of markets, with viable business models, for 12 "smart solutions" in the interest of the city. For example, in relation to "districts or neighbourhoods with low emissions", (services directed to tenants, or to the logistics of the building, to the financing and reform of enclosures), to energy optimisation for waste or lighting; traffic management, merchandise distribution logistics; mobility services; cleaner technologies; centralised heating; infrastructure integration; etc.

A different perspective to the one we have just mentioned is the one that seems to inspire measures in relation to the companies that have been announced in the two regional legislative initiatives present at the Meeting. In the Andalusian legal draft on climate change they are considered as mitigation instruments: on the one hand, the "Andalusian System of Registered Emissions", mandatory for companies (some 600) with an electricity consumption of more than 3 Gwh; and on the other hand, on a voluntary basis, the " Andalusian System for Emissions Compensation " and the "Carbon Footprint of Products and Services". The preliminary bill for the Balearic Islands includes a mandatory calculation and registration phase for large and medium-sized companies (2020) and a second one for the presentation of plans to reduce emissions with minimum binding targets (2025).

9.- Some final considerations on governance in relation to local climate plans:

Political consensus:

Bristol underlines the importance of having maintained at all times, throughout its processes (from the early local Agenda 21, of the year 2000) a constant activity in favour of maintaining political consensus ("cross party support"). Even dedicated personal resources were available to keep it alive. This consensus is of particular importance in managing the risks implicit in the necessary but potentially unpopular measures, such as those aimed at deterring the private vehicle. In most cases the absence of getting that "cross party support" results in the non-adoption of the required measure. 
The role of new governance facilitators:
Throughout the Meeting it has become clear, as a consubstantial aspect to the new governance models demanded by local climate plans, the suitability or need to have entities or public sector bodies that develop a special facilitating profile and sponsor the interaction with private partners, where they are essential. Some cases are: the "Energy and Climate Advice Service" in Stockholm; the energy advisory points (EAP) for people at risk of energy poverty in Barcelona; the "Bristol Green Capital Partnership"; the Balearic Institute for Energy; the Observatory Foundation for Climate Change in Valencia; the OMAU in Malaga.

There is also a clear role for schools and school communities as facilitators of the transition. Several examples have been given, like that of Seville or Valencia, of how schools are a priority in which to make energy efficiency improvements. The results being obtained are positive and allow for a return on investments made within a reasonable amount of time. The role in the field of sustainable mobility should also be noted through the "school path" programs.

It has also been highlighted, by Bristol or Essen, the powerful catalyst and governance facilitator that the bids to become "European Green Capital” have brought. In this sense, we can allude to certain similarities with the experience of Madrid in 2004 and 2005, in the context of the first Olympic candidacy, setting what were called "collective Olympic challenges" regarding traffic reduction on entry and exit to the city (10% between 2005 and 2012), or the implementation of solar roofs (12 MW between 2005 and 2012).
The exchange of knowledge between cities and city networks.
Finally, insisting on the importance of knowledge management, as already mentioned above, a special mention should be made of the role played by city networks or projects shared between several cities. They constitute an essential element of endogenous development of their capacities. The document "Bristol: 35 case studies" (2015), presented at the Meeting, is an exemplary and proactive reference for the exchange and transfer of knowledge. Conama, through its Local Meeting, Eurocities or C-40 Cities, are examples also present these days that show the essential added value of these platforms.

As to its potential as a source of endogenous knowledge, we must add the legitimising force of "city diplomacy", that means that certain courageous measures are promoted jointly by several cities so that that they are received more sympathetically. This is what could have happened, for example, with the bans announced for diesel vehicles according to the "Declaration of Green and Healthy Streets. Streets free of fossil fuels "launched by the C-40 with the participation of Paris, London, Barcelona, ​​among others.

Sticking with the value of the exchange of knowledge, the contribution made by Genoa in the present Meeting is noteworthy in as much as their experiences of "European projects" which has been enriched and contrasted with the criteria of the other partner cities. Its project "R2 CITIES", rehabilitating neighbourhoods with zero emissions, is also that of Valladolid and Kartal (Istanbul), as well as its project the "Urban Nature Lab" and that of Eindhoven and Tampere; its "Transform" project, on the methodology for the transformation of cities into smart cities,  also Amsterdam's; and the "Celsius" project, on heating and cooling, also from Gothenburg. We can talk about a genuine "social capital" of cities and from their relationship "between cities", similar to that social capital of cities that Jane Jacobs talked about, generated from within the city as a result of the relationships between its citizens. The current Meeting in Malaga has been a stimulating exercise in that sense.

